
Public Notice 
    US Army Corps 
    of Engineers

Public Notice No. Open Date: 

LRL-2021-00920 27 January 2022 

Closing Date: 

10 February 2022 

  Louisville District ® Please address all comments and inquiries to: 
U.S. Army Corps of Engineers, Louisville District 
ATTN: Kimberly J. Simpson, CELRL-RDN, Rm 752 
P.O. Box 59 
Louisville, Kentucky  40201-0059  Phone: (502) 315-6691 

This notice announces an application submitted for a Department of the Army (DA) 
Permit subject to Section 10 of the Rivers and Harbors Act of 1899 and Section 404 of the 
Clean Water Act. 

APPLICANT: Nugent Sand Company 
Bob Holt 
1833 River Road 
Louisville, Kentucky  40206 

LOCATION: The proposed project is located on the left bank of the Ohio River, 
Mile Marker 552.1 to 552.8, in Milton, Trimble County, Kentucky. 

Latitude: 38.737658 N 
Longitude: -85.283152 
7.5 Minute Quad: Madison East 

PURPOSE:  To suction dredge for the commercial sale of sand, to scrap dredge for navigation 
purposes, to construct a new fleet, to replace a cell with a tripod dolphin, and to consolidate past 
permit authorizations into one authorization.   

FACILITY HISTORY:  Currently, the Nugent Sand Company, Milton Facility, is authorized to 
load and unload aggregate, coal, and other dry bulk commodities.   

The existing lower yard (downriver end of entire facility) has a previously authorized unloading 
dock, also referred to as a cell structure, which is currently under construction.  The purpose of 
the cell structure is to extend riverward access for landward operations.  The unloading operation 
includes a hopper and excavator mounted on the cell structure.  The permitted activity also 
includes a 12’x 34.5’ floating dock that can be used to moor a towboat anchored to the downriver 
end of the cell structure.  Two 195’ x 35’ barges, configured one wide and two long, are 
permitted to be secured to the unloading cell structure and a dolphin tripod  
structure.  Loaded barges are processed through the unloading operation with the use of a winch 
and cable system.  The cell mounted excavator removes the commodity from the barge to the 
hopper/conveyor system which transports the material to the approved upland stockpile yard.  
Once unloaded, barges are moved to the downriver end of the cell structure where the barges will 
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be cleaned.  Any associated wash water/slag is pumped to an upland permitted settling basin.   
The upper yard (upriver end of entire facility) has a previously authorized loading facility and 
two approved fleeting areas.  The loading facility uses a conveyor hopper system to transport 
aggregate and gypsum material from the processing and stockpile yard, located adjacent to the 
river facility near KY Highway 36, to barges docked at the loadout hopper.  Barges being loaded 
are maneuvered through the loading dock via a winch and cable system.  Once barges are loaded, 
they are staged at the existing fleeting area, with a configuration of 2 long and 5 wide, before 
being transported.  Immediately upriver of the loading dock, the applicant is approved for an 
empty barge fleet with a maximum configuration of 3 long by 5 wide.  The fleets at the upper 
yard and the loading operations are secured to a series of 13 cells and dolphins.      
 
DESCRIPTION OF PROPOSED WORK:  The applicant is requesting authorization to conduct 
dredging for a period of 10 years.  The dredging would occur in two phases.  The first phase 
would include dredging the entire length of the transloading facility, approximately 4,215 linear 
feet long and approximately 70 feet in width (6.8 acres) of river bottom.  This activity would be 
completed by suction dredging and would remove approximately 15,000 cubic yards of material, 
consisting mostly of silt and sand.  The dredged material would be loaded onto barges and 
offloaded at the facility where it would be commercially sold or disposed of the fill material in 
an existing upland disposal area.  Return water from the dredging operation would be processed 
through the barge operations at the lower yard and returned to the Ohio River in situ.  The 
applicant expects that dredging would need to be completed on a 4 to 5-year cycle.   
 
The second phase of dredging activities would involve scraper dredging in selected areas 
(Scraping Areas A and B) along the transloading facility and toward the riverbank for the 
purpose of maintaining adequate river depth for navigation to and from the facility.  Scraping 
Area A would include dredging an area approximately 1,350 feet in length and approximately 70 
in width, while Scraping Area B would include dredging an area approximately 1,050 feet in 
length and approximately 70 feet in width.  The goal minimum depth of the river bottom is 14 
feet of depth.  The scraper dredge would remove in total approximately 2,500 cubic yards of 
material and dispose of it back into the previously proposed dredged areas.  This scrapper 
dredging is proposed to occur twice annually.  Records demonstrate that periodic maintenance 
dredging has occurred at this facility since at least the 1970’s.       
 
In addition, the applicant requests authorization to install a new fleet, configured 3 long and 5 
wide, secured by 4 new tripod dolphin structures approximately 600 feet downriver from the 
unloading portion of the facility.  The proposed tripod dolphin structures would be driven a 
minimum of 10 feet into the river bottom and barges would be secured to said structures utilizing 
a 5/8 inch steel cable. 
 
The applicant is also requesting authorization to remove a failing 6-foot square cell downriver of 
the loading facility and to replace it with a new tripod dolphin structure.  The maximum 
riverward projections of the transloading operations, including the fleets at Normal Pool 
(elevation 420 feet mean sea level, Ohio River Datum), would be 240 feet.    
 
It is noted that this proposed mitigation plan is open to comment and subject to change.  The 
Corps will make a determination of appropriate mitigation, upon review of all submitted 
information. 

 
REVIEW PROCEDURES:  A DA Permit cannot be issued if any legally required Federal, State, 
or local authorization or certification is denied.  A DA permit, if otherwise warranted, will not be 
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issued until a State of Kentucky Water Quality Certification or waiver is on file at this office.  In 
order to comply with Section 401 of the Clean Water Act, the applicant must apply for State 
certification from the Kentucky Energy and Environment Cabinet Division of Water (KDOW). 
 
Copies of this notice are sent to the appropriate Federal and State Fish and Wildlife Agencies.  
On November 3, 2021, the Corps determined that the proposed project would have No Effect on 
Federally-listed threatened or endangered species.  For mussel species, this determination is 
based on a bathometric survey conducted in 2017 which found that the project area lacks suitable 
mussel habitat.  Also, the area has undergone dredging since the 1970’s.  Additionally, the 
determination for all listed species is based on lack of suitable habitat due to extensive ground 
disturbance activities that have occurred since the 1970’s.  
 
Any person may request, in writing, within the comment period specified in this notice, that a 
public hearing be held to consider this application.  A request for a public hearing must state the 
specific interest which might be damaged by issuance of the DA Permit. 
 
On November 9, 2021, the Corps determined that the project would have No Effect to Historic 
Properties.  This determination is based on extensive past disturbance at the project site.  
However, if we are made aware, as a result of comments received in response to this notice, or 
by other means, of specific archaeological, scientific, pre-Columbian, or historical sites or 
structures which might be affected by the proposed work, the District Engineer will immediately 
take the appropriate action necessary pursuant to the National Historic Preservation Act of 1966 
– Public Law 89-665 as amended (including Public Law 96-515). 
 
The decision whether to issue a permit will be based on an evaluation of the probable impact of 
the proposed activity on the public interest.  That decision will reflect the national concern for 
both protection and utilization of important resources.  The benefits which reasonably may be 
expected to accrue from the proposal must be balanced against its reasonably foreseeable 
detriments.  All factors which may be relevant to the proposal will be considered; among those 
are conservation, economics, aesthetic values, general environmental concerns, historic values, 
fish and wildlife values, flood damage prevention, land use, navigation, recreation, water supply, 
water quality, energy needs, safety, food production, and in general, the needs and welfare of the 
public.   In addition, the evaluation of the impact of the activity on the public interest will include 
application of the guidelines (40 CFR Part 230) promulgated by the Administrator, United States 
Environmental Protection Agency, under authority of Section 404(b) of the CWA. 
 
The Corps of Engineers is soliciting comments from the public; Federal, State, and local 
agencies and officials; Indian tribes; and other interested parties in order to consider and evaluate 
the impacts of this proposed activity.  It is presumed that all interested parties and agencies will 
wish to respond; therefore, a lack of response will be interpreted as meaning that there is no 
objection to the proposed project.  Any comments received will be considered by the Corps of 
Engineers to determine whether to issue, modify, condition or deny a permit for this proposal.  
To make this decision, comments are used to assess impacts on endangered species, historic 
properties, water quality, general environmental effects, and the other public interest factors 
listed above.  Comments are used in the preparation of an Environmental Assessment and/or an 
Environmental Impact Statement pursuant to the National Environmental Policy Act.  Comments 
are also used to determine the need for a public hearing and to determine the overall public 
interest of the proposed activity. 
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Written statements received in this office on or before the closing date will become a part of the 
official record and will be considered in the determination on this permit request.  Any 
objections which are received during this period will be forwarded to the applicant for possible 
resolution before the determination is made whether to issue or deny the requested DA Permit.  
A permit will be granted unless its issuance is found to be contrary to the public interest. 
 
Information pertaining to this application is available for public examination during normal 
business hours upon prior request.  Drawings are available on Louisville District's Internet site at 
http://www.lrl.usace.army.mil/Missions/Regulatory/Public-Notices/.  All comments regarding 
this proposal should be addressed to Kimberly J. Simpson, CELRL-RDN at the address noted 
above and should refer to the Public Notice Number LRL-2021-00920.   
 
If you desire to submit your comments by email, you must comply with the following: 
 
    a) In the subject line of your email, type in ONLY the Public Notice ID No. LRL-2021-00920. 
 
 Example: 
 
   Subject:  LRL-2021-00920 
 
    b) Provide your physical mailing address and telephone number. 
 
    c) Send your email to: lrl.regulatorypubliccomment@usace.army.mil 
 
    d) If you are sending attachments greater than 10 Mb in size with your email, you must send a 
hard copy (CD or paper) to the Corps’ physical address as well. 
 
 
     
 
 

http://www.lrl.usace.army.mil/Missions/Regulatory/Public-Notices/
mailto:lrl.regulatorypubliccomment@usace.army.mil


h2opfgjd
Text Box
Corps ID# LRL-2021-00920Location MapFigure 1 of 12



N 
OHIO RIVER 

Scraping to be dOne en 
a bl-omuol basis. Tne 

ent tr-e I ength of the creo 
wl I I be dredQed cnee and 

� 

B 
production dredging done this year 

according to USACE permit LRL-
2018-00632. We estimote to hove taken 

between 13,000 ond 15,000 cu yds of moteriol 
from this oreo. 

then only h1Qh volun, 
Or"eos wt I I be scraped as needed 

0

200 Scraping area "B" 

-LQHW-4
3
5 - -

�

-Proposed fleeting oreo "2" 
Fleeting for 15 barges in o

3 X 5 formati on 
Borge unloading 

/ operation 

proposed scraping area
less than 70' width 

Dock (under 
construction l

flow 

� 

-----�...,.-

-.... .,,,...-----...:-(� � .... JI 
-=11 '- \ 

/ Borgelood�,1
J" 

"""'
..,

)
I w� � 1 1 ,,..... .,,,...� 0 ,, r �- !i / ,_ 

,., ; D / < I 

� 

11
(:i 

._,\\): � ��"�'-:2'='.//"' 
✓�:;:]tf� . ,����.;,,;� .. .__,.. . ., -

:;::�':r_;
�(;';�.;��-- _ . ., / �: ��l �· 

Ar-eo to be inittolly 
dredoed ◄215' +/-15,000 au 
yds dredQe(I. Mater-tot to be 

IOOded bcroes and upland 
di sposo I to be used. 
Lenoth of area 4.215' 

Width of area 70' 
ocreooe is 6. 8 acres 

Scropino or-ea "A" 

� 
Areas of .scrapino durino 1ow 

water perTods/emer-oencTes 
1350'+/- lenQth, 70' width 

less than 1 .GOO au yds soraptno 

m 
Seropino oreo "B" 

Ar-eos of scroptno d..rino low 
water per!Od.S/emeroeneles 
1050'+/- lttrM;lth, 70' width 

1 ess than 900 cu yds scrap i no 

Existing fleeting 
area ''1 '' � 

- - - - -
□
HW- 435 - -

Corps ID# LRL-2021-00920 
Existing and Proposed Operations 
Figure 2 of 12 



----

OHW 435 

The ten tripods/eel Is were placed under the original 
66-021 permit. The change made under

the modification was a request for a work plat.form 
made by Martin Marietta in 1982. I cannot f, nd 

any evidence it was actually bui It 

Initial unloading operation 
authorized under permit 1191(?) 

A 

2 barge unloading syste_m used 
primarily as a barge clean,ng perm,t 

for bray marine. Existing approved 
fleet 

15 barge fleet authorized 
under 1995-0087 3 tripods 

constructed unde this permit 

LOP 1966-90021 
under construction 

Material flow 
direction \.: 

Conveyor 

B 

material flow 
direction 

:::J 
0 
DE 
0 (I) 
0+-

1-
�

L Ul 
(I) 
> 

a: 

£ 

A 

Tripods 

o ce I Is

Corps ID# LRL-2021-00920 
Existing and Proposed Operations 
Figure 3 of 12



h2opfgjd
Text Box
Corps ID# LRL-2021-00920Proposed maintenance dredging locationFigure 4 of 12



h2opfgjd
Text Box
Corps ID# LRL-2021-00920Proposed Maintenance Dredging LocationFigure 5 of 12



h2opfgjd
Text Box
Corps ID# LRL-2021-00920Cell removal/Proposed dolphin  Figure 6 of 12



h2opfgjd
Text Box
Corps ID# LRL-2021-00920Existing fleet upstream of the loading dockFigure 7 of 12



240' 

3 tripods 

4 55 

OHW 435 ______________ _ 

Borges in o 3 X 5 
congigurotion 

.. \clay hole north of 36.dgn Oct. 20, 2021 14:55:17 

450' 

�___.. OH W 4 3 5 

Section A-A 

Nugent fleeting oreo 

1995-00870 
upriver fleeting 

h2opfgjd
Text Box
Corps ID# LRL-2021-00920Existing fleet upstream of the loading dock Figure 8 of 12



h2opfgjd
Text Box
Corps ID# LRL-2021-00920Existing load out dockFigure 9 of 12



4 tripods 

455 

,_ 240' _ 
1-

-

□:: ::: ----1-- 1-- 1-- I -- I--�\�
D 

450' 

0HW 435 

Borges in o 3 X 5 
configurotion 

Loaded barges located 

downriver from the barge 

I oodout foe i I i ty 

Section C-C 

Nugent fleeting oreo 
021-66 

downriver fleeting 

Corps ID# LRL-2021-00920
Existing Fleet Downstream of Loading Dock
Figure 10 of 12

Scale:  1"=100'



Proposed fleeting area 
Fleeting for 15 

barges in a 3 X 5 formation 

Approved under permit 1955-00870
but never const1ucted

7 
200 200 200 LOP 1966-90021 

-l.----1---- ,--- r---

-

LO 
r---

--�--- ------- -------

VJ L 
C Q) 
Q) >
+- ·
x 600' 

r �-=-=-=

r: 
- - - =----

+----· - - - - J ... - - - - Jf _ - - - J
A---l,.....a.;....,=.. ____________,.------'

---------

36' Dolphins (4) 
proposed 

---
1 \ 

-- -
------------ --

I 

OHW 435 � \ 
existing river bank ( 

Borge unloading
operation 

Conveyor 

.Do I phi n under 
t_ 

dock permit 

Dock (under 
construction).

....... ____ ,

/ 

'I 

I 

I 

I 
I 

I 
I 

I 

I 
I 

Nugent Sand Corrpany 
downriver fleeting area 

Corps ID# LRL-2021-00920
Proposed Fleeting Area Downriver of Unloading Dock
Figure 11 of 12



.----- Mooring ring assembly 

36" X 1/2" Wall pipe 

24" X 1/2" Wall pipe {2)

Elv 445

Elv 435 OHW 

Elv 420 Normal pool 

Elv 406 approximate bottom 

Elv 396 minimum depth of pipe 

Pipes to be driven into river bottom minimum 

of 10'. Tri-pods used to secure barges while unloading 

Barges to be secured with 5/8"

steel cable in stream 

... \river road\piling plan RR.dgn Aug. 03, 2021 13:03:40 

Nugent Sand Company 
Milton Location 
Proposed 36" tri-pod assembly 
ORM 552.1-552.8 

sheet 5 of 5 

h2opfgjd
Text Box
Corps ID# LRL-2021-00920Dolphin DesignFigure 12 of 12


	LRL-2021-00920 Public Notice
	PN Figures of Existing and Proposed Facility



